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that he found the Jainas very numerous in these parts ;
and they seem to have been very successful in dispu-
tation with their rivals, the Buddhists. The Pa^yan
kings of Madura were Jainas; and Jainism was dominant
in Gujarat and Kathiawar. On the other hand, the
Pallavas of Kanchi, and the Cholas of Uraiyur and
Tanjore, were strongly Hindu and hostile to Jainism.
Its Introduction into South India* Jainism was intro-
duced into South India at some period prior to the
Christian era. An eminent Jaina leader, of the name
of Bhadrabahu, either in Pataliputra or Ujjayini, antici-
pating a prolonged famine in North India, led a large
community of Jainas towards the south, and travelled
as far as the two rocky hills, now called Sravaria Bejgola
(" Belgola of the Jainas JJ), in the centre of the Mysore
country. This is spoken of by the Jainas as the great
Digambara migration, and marks an epoch in their
history.
So far all scholars are agreed. Jaina traditions
state that this Bhadrabahu was the well-known fruta
kevalin {i.e. one of the six teachers who had complete
knowledge of the Jaina Scriptures), who was a con-
temporary of Chandragupta, the founder of the Mauryan
Empire. They say, further, that Chandragupta, who
ceased to reign in 297 B.C. at the age of fifty, but of
whose death the secular histories say nothing, laid
aside his sovereignty to become a Jaina ascetic, and
that he aecompained Bhadrabahu to the south, and was
the sole attendant permitted to remain with him when,
feeling that his end was approaching, he ascended the
smaller hill at Sravana Belgola and took the vow of
saltekhana, or renunciation of life by voluntary star-
vation* Also that Chaudragupta remained on the spot,
and died there twelve years later by the same rite.
Some scholars* on the other hand, are of opinion that
the Bhadrabahu in question lived in the first century
before Christ, and that the "Digambara migration to the
south took place then.
Whatever may be the actual historical facts, the
tradition about Chaudragupta has for thirteen hundred